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A VISUAL TOUR OF PALMER WOODS

Palmer Woods is characterized by large, irregularly shaped lots with large homes. The
houses have deep set backs and extensive grounds which were often designed by professional
landscape architects. The predominant building materials in the area hriekedtone, stucco,
and slate often found in combination. Architectural styles found within Palmer Woods include
Tudor Revival, NegGeorgian, Mediterranean, Modern and Craftsmamational Trust
designatedhistoric district includes the entire PalmeoWds subdivision as originally platted.

Landscape architect Ossian Cole Simonds laid out Palmer Woods with irregular shaped
lots and curving streets, taking full advantage of the natural terrain. The traffic pattern within the
subdivision is seltontaired with few through streets. There are no through streets on the
northern and western sides of Palmer Woods. The streets which intersect with Woodward
Avenue on the eastern edge are Strathcona, Wellesley, and Balmoral. Streets with access to
Seven MileRoad on the south are Strathcona, Lincolnshire, Burlington, and Gloucester. The
average lot width is 100 feet and the average depth is 175 feet. Street names such as Balmoral,
Gloucester, and Cumberlaneflect an interest iknglish history. The original plot map shows
Suffolk Drive as Devonshire, Woodston Road as Nottingham Road, and Lincolnshire Drive as
Lincoln Highway.

Palmer Woods is significant as a carefully planned residential subdivision which strove to
take advardge of the natural beauty of the terrain. Palmer Woods received the Michigan
Horticultur al Societydbs Award of Merit in 109
Michigan. Palmer Woods is also significant because it contains many of the fineptesafm
residential design in the City of Detroit. The work of internationally known architects such as
Frank Lloyd Wright, Minoru Yamasaki, and Maginnis and Walsh, is represented as well as many
of Detroitds most t al entrleydClagence B. DayeRichasd Hi nc | ud
Marr, William Kuni, J. Ivan Dise, C. Howard Crane, Herbert and Frances Schmitz, and the firms
of Poll mar & Ropes, and Baxter, OO6Deil and F
significant as the home of many prment Detroiters including the upper echelon executives of
the auto companies that prospered with the r
first quarter of the Z0Century.

Ossian Cole Simonds (188®31), the landscape architect, wasrbin Grand Rapids,

Michigan in 1855. Educated as a civil engineer at the University of Michigan, he moved to
Chicago and became a member of the firm of Holabird, Simonds, and Rdignestudying
with Fredrick Law Olmsteadsimonds became superintentland landscape architect of

Chicagods Graceland Cemetery and in 1899 was
Society of Landscape ArchitectS i monds | ai d out Pal mer Woods©®b
break in the rigid gridiron tradition of Drelit. Building lots are irregular in shape, another break

from the tradition of uniform | ot size. As

are indvidual without any duplicatiorhut as a whole, the area is beautifully harmonious.
ClarenceE. Day, designer of over ten homes in Palmer Woods, established his own
of fice in 1915 and earned hhandef@ouati gnHame
clients in Palmer WoodseaveMirt Briggs, vicei president of the Briggs Manufacturers
National Bank, 1570 Balmoral Drive; and K.T. Keller, president of the Chrysler Corporation,
19306 Cumberland. Day was an authority on public housing and served as an advisor to the
Hoover and Roosevelt Administrations. After joining the firm of Harley Bitingk Day, he
designed the Douglas and Jefferies Housing Projects in Detroit.
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WELL KNOWN ORIGINAL RESIDENTS INCLUDE:

Charles W. Burtondeveloper of BImerWoods(1700 Lincolnshire, then 19440 Afton)

John Ballantynefinancial advisor to the Dodge bretts, Pres. Detroit Bankers Co. (1570 Balmoral)
Marvin E. Coyle succeeded Knudson as Pres. Chevrolet (19391 Suffolk)

Arthur D. Cronin Pres. Pine Ridge Coal Co.

Percy EvansVP Store Operations SS Kresge (1541 Balmoral)

Alfred Fisher Chief Engineer FisheBody and GM, ¥ youngest brother, wife Alma (1771 Balmoral)
William A. Fisher Pres. Fisher Body, VP GM (Richard M&wme destroyed by fiye

Daniel C. FisherDirector of SS Kresge (19386 Cumberland)

Laurence Fishemoccupation unknown (1470 Balmoral)

Bishop Michael J. Gallaghe{1880 Wellesley)

Frank GormanGorman Thomas Insurance Co. (1477 Balmoral)

Frank IsbeyPres. Detroit Fruit Auction (19475 Argyle Crescent)

Edward JeffriesMayor Detroit 194047 (19241 Afton)

William S. KnudsenFord, PresidenGM 193740 andappointed by FDR to heafar Mobilization
Board duringWWII (1501 Balmoral) Knudsen pictured belowleft, has more than 100 entries in Time
magazine alone)

K.T. Keller- Pres. Chrysler 19389, Chevrolet (19366 Cumberlan@bove right)

Peter J. Koenig VP Koenig Fuel (1940 Wellesley)

Moritz Kahn Engineer Albert Kahn Assocl§11 Lincolnshire)

John A. Kunsky Owned/developed theatres (1940 Wellesley)

Meyer L. PrentisTreasurer GM. Established WSU School of Business (1905 Balmoral)
Edward M. PlunkettReal Estate Representative SS Kresge

Chester SoutheiTax Manager GM (1955Burlington)

Clarence F. ToilzienCF Tolizien Co. (19480 Cumberland)

Carl B. Tuttle Treasurer SS Kresge (1441 Strathcona)

Charles B. Van DuserPresident/ Gen. Mg6S Kresge (1830 Balmoral)
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NOTEABLE PALMER WOODS ARCHITECTS

Architect Address Date Architect Address Date
C. Howard Crane 1630 Wellesley | 1924 | Richard Marr 1791 Wellesley 1925
C. Howard Crane 1900 Lincolnshire | 1938 | Richard Marr 1771 Balmoral 1924
Albert Kahn 1611 Lincolnshire | 1935 | Richard Marr 1905 Balmoral 1930
Frank Lloyd Wright 2760 Seven Mile | 1956 | Richard Marr 1810 Wellesley 1916
Leonard B. Willeke [1800 Strathcona | 1919 | Richard Marr 19425 Gloucester| 1931
Leonard B. Willeke 19551 Burlington | 1928 | Richard Marr 19386 1927
Cumberland
Minora Yamasaki 19631 Argyle 1952 | Richard Marr 19535 1923
Crescent Cumberland
Robert O. Derrick 1884 Balmoral 1927 | Richard Marr 1700 Lincolnshire | 1916
Paul Tilde 19140 Woodston | 1936 | Richard Marr 19221Strathcona | 1922
Wallace Frost 1350Wellesley 1928 | Richard Marr 1530 Wellesley 1923
Richard Marr 19201 Strathcona | 1929
Clarence Day 1941 Balmoral 1920 | Richard Marr 19235Strathcona | 1921
Clarence Day 19485 Suffolk 1925 | Richard Marr 1295 Balmoral 1921
Clarence Day 19375Cumberland| 1925 | Richard Marr 19440 Afton 1929
Clarence Day 1411 Wellesley | 1924 | William H. Kuni 1465 Balmoral 1923
Clarence Day 19275 Burlington | 1929 | William H. Kuni 1420 Strathcona | 1936
Clarence Day 19280 Burlington | 1925 | William H. Kuni 19525 Suffolk 1917
Clarence Day 19240 Burlington | 1925 | J. H. Gustaf Steffens [1860 Strathcona | 1921
Clarence Day 1560 Wellesley | 1924 | J. H. Gustaf Steffens [19251 Woodston | 1923
Clarence Day 1955 Balmoral 1926 | John Kasurin 19315 Strathcona| 1924
Clarence Day 19491 Lowell 1924 | John Kasurin 1701 Strathcona | 1921
Clarence Day 19500Lowell 1925 | Rufus Arthur Bailey [19391 Suffolk 1929
Clarence Day 1570 Balmoral 1928 | Rufus Arthur Bailey {19331 Suffolk 1929
Clarence Day 19366Cumberland| 1926 | Rufus Arthur Bailey (19480 Lowell 1925
Clarence Day 1701 Balmoral 1925 | Sol L. Trig 19450 Argyle 1930
Crescent
Fred J. Winter 19255 Lucerne 1927 | W.C. Morris 1570 W. Seven 1924
Mile
Fred J. Winter 19511 Lowell 1927 | W.C. Morris 1590 W. Seven 1925
Mile
Alvin E. Harley 1441 Strathcona | 1922 | W.C. Morris 19500 Cumberlan¢ 1928
Alvin E. Harley 1525Wellesley 1924 | W.C. Morris 19565 Cumberlan¢ 1926
Alvin E. Harley 19210 Lucerne 1923 | W.C. Morris 19395 Cumberlan( 1926
Alvin E. Harley 19171 Woodston | 1927 | Herman & Simons 1310 Strathcona | 1926
Alvin E. Harley 1970 Balmoral 1922 | Herbert & Francis 1560 Lincolnshire | 1947
Schmitz
Alvin E. Harley 1830 Balmoral 1929 | Herbert & Francis (1700 Wellesley 1946
Schmitz
J. Ivan Dise 19222 Burlington | 1925 | Polmar & Ropes 1940 Wellesley 1921
J. Ivan Dise 1460 Wellesley | 1927 | Polmar & Ropes 1940 Lucerne 1921
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2760West Seven Mile Road #1
The Turkel- Bendow House
Architect: Frank Lloyd Wright, 1956 (Modern/Usonian)

Throughout his career, the internationally acclaimed architect Frank Lloyd Wright
was best known and most influential in his design of private resigdelmc&956 Dorothy
S. Turkel commissionetthei Us oni an Aut o radt huidding syseembe a | ow

Wright developed the AUsoni ano model using p!
element. The princigsimportant for the Usonian house werkigh degrees of prefalbation of
materialsoff-site in order to keep esite labor down; a simplified plan, both to reflect simplified
living styles and to keep costs down as well; and the avoidance efdéglinishing work, such
as plastering and pding. The structural system of the Usonian Automatic involved the use of
pre-cast concrete blocks in various conformations, all of which had chamber edges. When the
blocks were assembled, steel reinforcing rod was laid in the horizontal and verticabcaviti
created where the blocks joined. The cavities were the filled with cement, joining block, steel rod,
and poured cement into single mass.
The Turkel House is sighted in the nevilast corner of the irregularly shaped lot with

little ornoyardtothenmot h and west. Wrightoés Usonian houses
this one is, and the open side of the ALO thus f
the southernend, alargetwot or y | i vi ng room t er mithelaotuseis t he | on

natural gray color of the concrete used to cast the modular elements; much of the detail is created

through the repetition of forms natural to the use of cast elements. For example, the large

windows of the tall living room are made up of tiple hollow squares assembled and then

gl azed. The f 1l at r o o-$hapedplam comngd with avenhariginge | ong AL
cornice elements, and other design features, create and emphatically horizontal composition.
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19201 Strathcona #2
The Fred C Thompson House
Architect: Richard Marr, 1921

RichardMarr makes a grand statement with the extensivelimestone; starting with the

Doric columns adorning the 2 story entry portico as well asubasg, roof balustrade & arched
windows throughotuthe exteriorA protruding 2story porticainto a grand wood paneled foyer
with beautiful paneled doors, wood floor and elaborate crown moldings and custom staircase.
The twatiered living room also has elaborate plaster cast crooldings, oak floorand paneled
Mahogany doors as does the dining room which has wainscoting detail.

This home sitsnajestically on 2/3+ acres of professidpdndscaped grounds which are
absolutelystunning and provide a grand setting for relaxing or outdoor entertainment..
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19221 Strathcona #2B
The Harvey Stowe & Mabel Durand
Architect: Richard Marr, 1921

A stately Greek revival situated on a esx&e lot, is one of a dozen Palmer Woods
homes designed by MariThis home provides perfectly symmetrical presentation
framed by stone quoins, a monumental gabled portico with elaborate dentifaphalf
light in the tympanum and supported by columns and pilasters in the lonic order.

Harvey Sowe andMabel Durandare thought to be the first permanent residents of
Palmer Woods. Previously home of Mayor Dugan.
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19475 Argyle Crescent #3
The Frank Isbey House
Architect: John B. Frazer, 1930

Frank Isbey and his wifdéean moved into their home at 19475 Argyle Crescent in 1930.
Isbey came to Detroit in 1918 when he was nineteen years old. He worked for the Michigan
Central Railroad and learned not otthe role of transported of perishable food products, but also
thatof shipper and buyer. It was this knowledge and experienced that allowed him to leave the
Michigan Central Railroad for a position with the wholesale fruit and produce firm of A.J.
Bloomgarden & Sons. Early in 1929, when he was thirty years old, heHzu$7t000,000 Union
Produce Terminal on West Fort Street.

In addition, Isbey had many other business interests. He was president of the Detroit
Fruit Auction Company, executive viggesident of the American Fruit and Produce Auction
Association, and hdlpositions and interests in a score of corporations. He also served as a
consultant for the federal government on world marketing and transportation problems.

Inspired by a chateau in France where they had honeymooned, the Isbey House is a
faithful repraduction. It has a ishaped plan composed of a tanodonehalf-story block with a
oneandonehalf-story wing. An engaged tower with a conical cap and weathervane, located in
the ell formed by the intersection of the two house sections highlight the fagedoweris
faced with stone laid in a coursed ashair fashion. The main entranceway located in the tower, has
a paneled door of golden oak with a stained glass window. The surface is stuccoes and trimmed
with stone quoins, and lintels. Massive fieldgdimeplaces contrast with the smooth surface.
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19631 Argyle Crescent #4
The Brooks Barron Residence
Architect: Minoru Yamasaki, 1953

In 1952, Detroit attorney S. Brooks Barron commissioned Yakaés design
and build this Tshaped housthat occupes two lots Known for public buildings like the
Worl d Trade Towers, Wayne Stateds McGregor C
Yamasaki designed few private homd$ie house was completed in 1953 with
significantinput from Florence Barron, anterior designer, and Mr. Barron who
functioned as general contractor. The house sits deep on the lot surrounded by a large
lawn and trees. On the east side of the house is an entrance court with a pond filled with
water plants. On the west side is a Japanasegarden. The north side faces the lawn
and trees. A pierced brick wall shields the 4story brick wing with the buitup roof.

The neighborhood zoning restrictions in effeade a two storgomeand a
pitched roof mandatory. The owners wanted @ story structure, so the architects met
both challenges by designing a tstory bedroom wing at the front of the lot and a-one
story living/service wing at the rear. This luxurious urban house had the personality,
privacy, and gracious elegance of awlan or country residence. By means of
geometric patterns, rich materials, and visual surprises, the architects masterfully
balanced the mysteriousness of their radical design with a covered walkway that leads to
a haltshadowed, halbpen reflecting pdo Inside the front door a glass roof opens the
entrance hall to the sky. In 1957, the house was featured in Architectural Record as one
of the top residential designs of that year.
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The Koenig House I #5
19363 Lucerne
Architects: Palmer & Ropes, 1928

This red brick Neo Georgidmuse has strong stone accents. It has a symmetrical facade

with a rounded front porch and columns. The shutter piesceftect the urn motif of the

bas relief panelsMr.& Mrs. Koenighad this homéuilt as a vedding preserfor his

daughter in 1928. The garage isjalnet o t hat of t Waleslkyoeni gés hou
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The Koenig House | #6
1940 Wellesley
Architects: Palmer & Ropes, 1921

This red brick Virginia Federal style house was built in 1921 for Peter and Magdalena
Koenig (Koenig cement and heating oil is still located defzen Milg. He was a
prominent Detroit businessman. The house has a symmetrical fagade with a square
entrywayand ionic columns. The bas relief panels betweefirgteandsecondloors

have an urn and foliage motif. The shutter pierareategshe same urn motif and there

is tracery in the first floor round headed windows.
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19285 Lucerne #7
The James C. Welch House
Architect uk, 1927

This magnificent Tudoiboasts brilliant intrica patterned brick work, massive
limestone door and window surrounds, sandstone insgig)gj& medallions,
embroiderechimneys, a renovated muttolor slateroof, Bay Palladian & Oriel
windows, timbered wall, Limestone graduated Tudor arch front entry, rubblestone
pordhes, walls and terraces, leadgdss windows may with stain glass crests, a 3
season screendud porch and enjoy the attachedeentry 3 @r garageThearched front
doorleads into a grand entfgyer with faux limestone block plaster walls, a spectacular
brass and wrought iron staircasettisdframed by a wall of leaded glass Palladian
windows above the landing. The living and dimiroons have elaborate plaster

cast crown moldings and narrow gauge oak 8pknob paneled Mahogany doors.
Beautifulpaneled library with buitn shelves with leaded glass doors and a cork floor.
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1880 Wellesley #8
The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Detroit House
Architects: Maginnis & Walsh, 1924

Constructionbegam1 924 on a residence for Detroitods

The preceding residence, built in 1874, was located on Washington BoulBvizrdew
residencedesigned by the nationally known firm of Maginnis and Walsh, is the largest residence
in Palmer Woodgust over 40,000sfThe architects, Maginnis and Walsh, opened their Boston
office in 1898 and began to specialize in institutional buildiAgsong their notable
commissions are the chapel at Trinity College, which received an A.l.A. gold medal award, and
the law building on the University of Notre Dame campus.

T h e B s residenpeérests on a hill and is approached by a circular drivevsatyvdt
and onehalf stories in height and is composed of a center block with flanking wings. The
symmetrical faade consists of a center block withnlkéng wings. The symmetrical fade
consists of a central portico of marbleized cast stone, with flagkiblgs.The portico contains a
roundarched doorway with a heavy, golden oak door, which is protected by an ornate metal
screen. The door surround is enriched with classical moldings and flanked by lonic columns.
Simple fluted posts support a classicatigpired frieze ornamented with triglyphs and mettles
and wrther accented with a pateraifged windows and a baslief panel, which depicts the Greek
symbol for Christ, surmounted the portico. Other heraldic bas relief panels depict symbols for the
office of the Bishop. The fenestration is regular and consists of multiple rectangular windows
divided by stone mullions. The windows are glazed with small panes of leading glass. The
projections gables of éade have cast stone bays and are capped with castciping and cared
crockets. The chimneys are clustered. A description of the new residence appeared on the
Michigan Catholic, December 11, 1924.
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1771 Balmoral Drive #9
The Alfred Fisher House
Architect: Richard Marr, 1925

This home wasanstructed for Alfred J. Fisher and his wife, Alma, in 1925. A J. Fisher was the
second youngest of the seven Fisher brothers, founders of Fisher Body Company. A. J. Fisher became
the chief engineer of Fisher Body Company in 1941 and remained in thatmpasier Fisher Body
became a division on General Motors. Marr, the architect of the most impressive Tutor Revival style
homes in Palmer Woods, also designed the William A. Fisher House. The Fisher homes, with their
interconnected gardens and close priwito theDe t r oi t A rBcihs hDoi po6cse srdeéssi d e n c e
Van Dusen House, form the most impressive ensemble in Palmer Woods in terms of sheer size and
architectural eleganc&his home is over 22,000 sf.

The Alfred Fisher House, executed in a TudoviRRd Style is of red brick laid in English bond.
Limestone quoins, window surrounds, and apex stones contrast with the red brick. The facade is
almost symmetrical and is clearly dominated by an intersecting gable, which contains the classically
derived etranceway. This frontispiece is composed of a projecting portico of paired Doric columns
topped by a denticulate entablatusjch is surmounted by a talab of glass divided by stone
mullions. Bryant Fleming, landscape architect, designeésxttensivegrounds of botlrisher estates.

Fleming, a Cornell University graduate and one of the developers of the Cornell landscape

architecture program began practice in 1904 with the firm of Townsend and Fleming of Buffalo, New

York. This firm designed country edes in Louisville, Chicago, New York, and Toronto as well as

many in the Detroit area, including the B.E. Tay
extremely individual and imaginative. The Fisher grounds include a consendtioryrought iron

supports leadingto a beautiful rose garden. The rose garden in classic design surrounds a long

rectangular pool with fountains.
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1905 Balmoral #10
The Meyer L. PrentisHouse
Architect: Richard Marr , 1929

The Prentiss House is a very polished position which combines Tudor and early
English Renaissance motifs. The central gable is faced in buff stone and is accented with
white stone quoins and foliated consoles. The trabeated entranceway is flanked with
Doric columns and the entablature aboviither ornamented with dentils. The molding
around the door is enriched with acanthus leaves. The house is approached by a semi
circular driveway screened by a stone balustrade. The rear portion is sheathed in stucco
and halftimbering.

Meyer L Prentis ad his wife, Anna, had this honbailt for them in 1929. Born in
Kowno, Lithuania Prentiscame to the United States with his parents in 1888. He
attended schools in St. Louis, Missouri, and worked as an accountant there for the
Laciede Gas Light Companiie came to Detroit in August 1911 as chief accountant and
auditor for the then struggling General Motors Corporation; he was made comptroller in
1916 and three years lafgromoted to treasurer. Prentivas instrumental in negotiating a
1 billion dollar General Motors Loan Bank Credit to the U.S. during WWII. At the time
this was the largest credit loan arranged spedifi¢at the war program. Prentéso
assisted in establishing the Wayne State University School of Business Administration.
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1995 Balmoral #11
The Adam Sarver House
Architect: Louis C. Miller, 19291 1931

Adam Sarver, Vice Presideot ScrippsBooth (Detroit Newsyvas the first owner of this

magnificent Jacobean style. The building of this more than 6,000 square feetvtasme
interrupted in 1929 because of the depressio
for the next 32 years. This home presents some of the finest wBdo&fvoodPottery

(Cincinnati, Ohio)and a splendid foyer. In fact, one of the master baths bas a

domed ceiling featuring a ceramic muralLeda and the Swaover the bathtub.
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1800 Strathcona #12
The Walter and Rilla Nelson House
Architect: Leonard Willeke , 1919
The Nelson houss listed in the National Registry of Historic Plaeesthe best
example of the Craftsman or Mission Style of domestabhitecture in Palmer Woodshd
Arts and Crafts Movememmplasized simplicity of materialsnd used earth colors and
tones to visually integrate tis¢ructure and its environmei@tructually, it is composed of a
two-andonehalf story central block with several estory gabled wings. Internally, there
are several interesting features, such as: three stone fireplaces that extend from basement to
second floor, tiled walls and ceiling kitchen and bathrooms, Stickley hardware on doors,
Wood beams across the ceiling in the library as well as wood shelves and benches, and
Pewabic tiles throughout the house and porches, including shell wall fixtures in living room
and library.
For more inbrmation of the architec{, s ee Thomas W. Brunkos e
Leonard B. Willeke: Excellence in Architectuiaésign1986). Also, Walter Nelsornwas one
of attorneys representing African American physician Ossian Sweet in the most famous trial
in 1925. Dr. Sweet had been attacked by a white mob after he and his family moved into their
new Detroit home. Dr. Sweet and 11 others were charged witthem {readBoyle, Kevin
Arc of Justice: A Saga of Race, Civil Rights, and Murder in the Jazzavhgdh chronicles

Sweet's life and trial Assisting Walter Nelson and defendamtas none other than Clarence
Darrow,t he nati onds f or e mdsring tleeitwaiials Darrowtstayedat e s at t
the Nelson home in Palmer Woods.

e

RRGE & Gl el |
% R e
. -

PALMER WOODSA SELF GUIDED TOURby Stephen Williams


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kevin_Boyle
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arc_of_Justice:_A_Saga_of_Race%2C_Civil_Rights%2C_and_Murder_in_the_Jazz_Age&action=edit&redlink=1

19511 Lowell #13
The Clyde B. Crane House
Architect: L.C. Miller, 1928

With its second floor balcony and beamed entrance, this home is as beautiful from
the outside as the inside. Originally built in 1929 for the Clyde B. Crane family, founders
of CraneSchrage Steel, predecessor to the Detroit Steel Company, this homeamakes
breathtaking first impression with leadeglass doors leading into a Spantgad foyer.

A solid cherry staircase leads to the second floor landing featuring lstadedd glass
French doors which open to the outdoor balcony.

A large, sunken familyoom was added in 1934 off the formal dining room. The
beautiful landscaping and gardens provide yet another wonderful feature of this grand
home.
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1701 Strathcona #14
The Ralph Ainsworth House
Architect: John Kasurin, 1921

One of the fev Mediterraneastyle homes in Palmer Woods, the Ainsworth is
composed of a two &tory centeblock flanked by onstory dependencies. On the east
elevation is a matching garage which is visually connected to the house by a low wall. The
symmetrical faade is punctuated by a central portico composed of thin ionic columns which
support a small entablature. The house is faced with yellow brick and has a contrasting green
ceramic tile roof. Ralph Ainswortivas president of AinswotBramen Wholesale shaes

PALMER WOODSA SELF GUIDED TOURby Stephen Williams



1630 Wellesley #15
The John A. Kunsky House
Architect: C. Howard Crane, 1924

The picturesque, cottadike nature of this home is emphasized by its irregular roofline,
asymmetrical facade, haiimbering, and low, hipped roof. The Kundkpuse is a rare example
of a residential commission executed by the noted theatre designed by C. Howard Crane.

Crane had designed numerous theaters for Kunsky in Detroit. Born in Hartford,
Connecticut, Crane came to Detroit in 1904. Until 1909 he wiorkéhe offices of Albert Kahn
and Smith, Hinchmand & Grylls. After that experience, he organized his own office specializing
in theater buildings. By the end of his career he had completed some 250 in the United States and
Canada. Craneisresponsibler many of Detroitds theatrical
(1919), the Capital Theater (1922), the State (Palms) Theater (1925), the Fox Theater (1928), and
the United Artists Theater (1928).

Kunsky began his career in 1905 when he opened befrada f i r st ni ckel odeon,

Casino. He parleyed this first success into a chain of nickelodeons and in 1913, with business
partner George W. Trendle opened the Liberty Theater at Farmer and Bates. Kunsky and Trendle
hired Crane to design the Madison Tleedfl917), the Capital Theater (1922), the State (Palms)
Theater (1925), and the Michigan Theater (1926).
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19391 Suffolk #16
The Marvin E. Coyle House,
Architect: Arthur Bailey, 1929

The red brick fagade of this small, Tudor Revival home is dominated by a central
gable, which contains a recessed entranceway dominated by an oriel window. The
enriched limestondoorway surroundiold an oak door and ornamental iron grille.

The house isaented with griffins, lions, and heraldic shields.

Mavin E. Coyle and his wife Norma were the first residents of 19391 Suffolk.
Coyle began his business career in 1911 as an accountant for Chevrolet. He became
auditor of the Oak Motor Car Company and @draller of the Chevrolet Motor Car
Company. He was made vice president and general auditor of Chevrolet in 1929 and
in October of 1933 he was named president and general manager of Chevrolet,
succeeding William S. Knudsehater was the home of FredSend Jr . of Sande!
Ice Cream and candy fame.
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1525 Wellesley #17
Architects: Alvin E. Harley with C. Kenneth Bell and Associates, 1924

This two story stucco and tile Spanish Colonial was completed in December of
1924. This structure has lots o§tinctive detail, including an abundance of ornamental
wrought iron, an unusual in set balcony, columns and arclhegjieh serve to
accentuate & Spanish motif.
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1530 Wellesley #18
The I.H. Nie House
Architect, Richard Marr, 1923

Boosting a lovely conservatory that enhances its unique appearance, this stately

Medi terranean style villa was designed by Ri
millionaireso in 1923 for | . H. Nie (an auto
Madeline. Other owners have included the founder of Federal Department Stores, the

owner of Samdéds Cut rate Drugs, and members o

landscaping illuminates the gardens and the newly installed fountain statue and brick
walledyard and limestone patios in the rear.
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